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Today, we honor the heroism and patriot-
ism posthumously of Sylvan Siegal, but we
also pay tribute to the unsung heroism and
patriotism of the American Jewish service-
men of World War II.

Before these men could engage the true
enemy, they had to battle anti-Semitism
while trying to enlist and later, when con-
fronting the prejudices of their fellow sol-
diers who believed Jews were cowards, poor
soldiers, and poor leaders. These Jewish GIs
would go on to prove themselves in battle,
but first they would be forced to fight for
their comrades’ respect as soldiers.

Dietary restrictions presented a challenge
to traditional Jews. They were ‘‘eating Ham
For Uncle Sam”. “Uncle Sam’ virtually ig-
nored the ancient dietary restrictions of
Jews, and many had to eat ham or starve.

Jewish service in World War II transformed
Jewish world views. The transformation
began during military training where many
Jews broke out of their insular ethnic world
and discovered the diversity of America.

Serving in World War II made American
Jewish soldiers feel both more Jewish and
more American. Many anti-Semitic soldiers
were also racist. The seeds for the Black-
Jewish alliance of the 1960s were sown during
World War II.

Jews were fighting not just for their coun-
try, but also for the fate of European Jewry.
Their Jewishness resonated as they searched
for European Jews while on leave and then
saw their worst fears confirmed in the ema-
ciated bodies at the concentration camps.

Prior to the War, both Judaism and Ca-
tholicism had been outsiders to the Amer-
ican dream. Judaism assumed an American
legitimacy unanticipated at the start of the
war. Protestantism, Catholicism, and Juda-
ism were deemed to share common values
that made them the religions of democracy.
Acceptance of the Judeo-Christian tradition
in the armed forces would force Protestants
to share the Christian label with Catholics
and to include Jews as equal partners in
America.

For post-war generations, the experience of
the war changed the generation that fought
it and helped launch the civil rights move-
ment, the Great Society, and America’s rise
to global predominance.

For the Jewish people, patriotism, sac-
rifice and justice were the cherished ideals of
a people who seek peace, but they were ready
and are ready today, to sacrifice and pay a
very great price for real peace.

May that peace come speedily in our time.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Sylvan Siegal for his dedica-
tion to our country, the military and to his faith.

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
NANCY JONES AFTER 36 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO CONGRESS

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 2, 2011

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, today, | rise to recognize and thank
Nancy Jones upon her retirement from the
Congressional Research Service after 36
years of service to Congress. Ms. Jones has
worked with issues regarding the rights of indi-
viduals with disabilities since she began her
career at CRS in 1975, the same year the
Education for all Handicapped Children Act,
now the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA), was enacted. She has been part
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of every reauthorization of IDEA, working on
issues relating to attorneys fees, the provision
of services to infants and toddlers, and even
the change in the name of the statute. In addi-
tion to work during reauthorizations, Ms. Jones
has worked with congressional staff to provide
insight regarding the implications of other stat-
utes on the education of children with disabil-
ities. For example, she analyzed the implica-
tions of the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) funds for these students, es-
pecially regarding the maintenance of effort
provisions in IDEA, and she has been a part
of bicameral, bipartisan briefings in prepara-
tion for the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (ESEA) reauthorization.

In addition to education issues, Ms. Jones
worked on the enactment of the first major
civil rights act for individuals with disabilities,
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and
in the more recent ADA Amendments Act
(ADAAA). Prior to the 1990 enactment of the
ADA, she participated in regular meetings with
bipartisan staff thinking through how the ADA
could be structured to best protect the rights
of individuals with disabilities while not unduly
burdening private entities. Because of her
work, she was thanked in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD and was privileged to attend the
White House ADA signing ceremony. Fol-
lowing enactment, she continued to inform
Congress on the Supreme Court decisions
about the ADA, and the regulatory and en-
forcement issues under the ADA. She wrote
numerous reports and memoranda and as-
sisted staff in understanding the Supreme
Court decisions which were the impetus for
the ADAAA and the implications of proposed
legislative language.

After Hurricane Katrina, Ms. Jones worked
extensively with staff on the question of emer-
gency protections for individuals with disabil-
ities. During another emergency, the H1N1 in-
fluenza pandemic, she analyzed the implica-
tions of the pandemic on employment issues
for individuals with disabilites as well as
issues regarding the provision of scarce med-
ical resources.

Ms. Jones has also worked extensively on
issues relating to genetic discrimination which
ultimately resulted in the Genetic Information
Nondiscrimination Act (GINA). She analyzed
whether ADA protections extended to genetic
disorders, especially those that have not mani-
fested, and addressed other issues unique to
GINA.

This June, Nancy Jones will retire from CRS
after 36 years of service. | commend Ms.
Jones for her distinguished career and her
dedication to ensuring a fully-informed legisla-
tive process, especially in matters involving
the rights of individuals with disabilities. In any
area where she was involved, the develop-
ment of Federal law and the effectiveness of
congressional oversight were well-served.

—————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
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consideration the bill (H.R. 2017) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes:

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chair, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s homeland secu-
rity grant programs are dangerously under-
funded in the legislation we are considering
today. | rise in support of the amendment |
have joined my friend and colleague from New
York in offering which would restore funding to
these critical programs.

When we debate and pass bills that fund
the functions of the federal government, we
have to make real decisions about what we
believe are the priorities of our nation. In this
bill, we see where funding for critical home-
land security programs fall. In this bill, House
Republicans have decided to cut more than $1
billion from current funding from programs that
go toward rail security, port security, and the
Urban Areas Security Initiative. In this bill,
House Republicans cut $420 million for grants
to firefighters and first responders.

Mr. Chair, | agree that we have to make
tough decisions when it comes to funding the
federal government. But balancing the budget
on the backs of our nation’s firefighters and
first responders and at the expense of the se-
curity of our communities is irresponsible.

So, what are the Republicans’ priorities?
They choose to eviscerate funding for critical
homeland security programs in order to fund
tax cuts for big oil companies. They tell local
fire departments that the federal government
just can’t afford to support them anymore, but
then turn around and make sure that oil com-
panies, who could collectively make more than
$140 billion in profits this year, are protected
from paying their fair share.

Mr. Chair, those might be the priorities of
the House Republicans, but they are not the
priorities of the American people. | urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting this impor-
tant amendment and letting our nation’s fire-
fighters and first responders know that we are
standing up for them here in Washington while
they are standing up to protect our commu-
nities back home.

————
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and admiration that | stand be-
fore you today to honor and congratulate Rev-
erend Pharis D. Evans on his 50th Anniver-
sary as Pastor of Clark Road Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Gary, Indiana. | can truly say
that throughout his many years of service,
Pastor Evans has been one of the most dedi-
cated, distinguished, and committed citizens of
Indiana’s First Congressional District. He will
be honored at a lifetime achievement celebra-
tion hosted by Clark Road Missionary Baptist
Church on June 10, 2011.

Reverend Pharis Evans graduated from
Haywood High School in Brownsville, Ten-
nessee. His passion and interest in theology
grew from the church services he attended as
a child, and he knew from a very young age
that he was destined to be a preacher. He
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